
91/29/2004 16:19 



3105567984 



KONRAD RAYNES VICTOR 



PAGE 87/32 



Serial No. 09/712,584 
Docket No. S J09 1 9990 1 73 
Firm No. 0037,0009 



Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of the clai ms will replace all prior versions and listings of the claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1 , (Currently Amended) A method for ordering products wherein the products are 
supplied by a supplier to a replenishment service center (RSC), wherein an acquiring entity 
obtains products from the RSC bv performing a sequence of operations ffrft comprising: 

HI generating, by the acquiring entity, a request for a quantity of products; 

fiil performing computer related operations to update a computerized inventory database 
with a product record including a requested quan tity that the acquiring entity wants to receive of 
the product based on the generated order; 

(jiB_p_erfomiing computer related operations, rec e mrrg by the acquiring entity, to process 
a request from the supplier for information on the requested quantity from the product record in 
the inventory database and transmitting the requested information to the supplier in response to 
the request; 

f iv) performing computer related operations to process r ec e iving information .from the 
supplier indicating a commitment quantity of a number of the products the suppl i er intends to 
ship to the RSC to meet the requested quantity aft er th e supplier reques t s informa t i o n on the 
r equested quantity , wherein the supplier uses the requested information to determine the 
commitment quantity to indicate; 

(v) performing computer related operations to update the inventory database with the 
information received from the supplier to indicate the commitment quantity; 

£yil performing computer related operations to update the inventory database from 
information received from the RSC indicating products shipped from the supplier for one 
specified product record to satisfy the commitment quantity : and 

(ViO transmitting, by the acquiring entity, a pull order to the RSC to ship products to. the 
acquiring entity that the supplier shipped to the RSC to satisfy the commitment quantity. 
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2> (Original) The method of claim 1 ? further comprising: 

providing product record information in the database to the acquiring entity, supplier, and 

RSC. 



3 . (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

determining a number of days of supply of products at the RSC for a product represented 
by the product record; and 

ordering an additional quantity of the products to the supplier if the detennined number of 
days of supply for the product is less than a minimum threshold. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
performing computer related operations to update the inventory database with 

information received from the acquiring entity for one product record indicating an order of 
products from the RSC to deliver to the acquiring entity to fulfill the order. 

5 . (Ori ginal) The method of claim 4 9 further compri sing: 

determining a number of days of supply of products at the RSC for a product from 
information maintained in the product record as a function of the quantity of the products 
indicated in the product record as available at the RSC and an average acquiring entity order rate 
of the product from the RSC; and 

transmitting an order for an additional quantity of the products to the supplier if the 
detennined number of days of supply for the product is less than a minimum threshold. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein the average acquiring entity order rate 
is detennined from the product record information indicating a forecasted number of components 
to be ordered as indicated in the requested quantity information for the product record. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein the average acquiring entity order rate 
is determined from the product record information indicating a number of the products the 
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acquiring entity ordered from the RSC and a forecasted number of components to be ordered as 
indicated in the requested quantity information for the product record. 

8, (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the acquiring entity, database, supplier, 
and RSC are capable of communicating over a network, further comprising: 

transmitting over the network an input page in which the supplier and RSC enter data to 
update the inventory database, 

9, (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the acqu iring entity, database, supplier, 
and RSC are capable of communicating over a network, further comprising: 

transmitting over the network an input page in which the supplier and RSC enter 
information to request product record information from the database; 

receiving the input page transmitted by the supplier or RSC including a request for 
product record information; 

generating an information page including product record information for the product 
record specified in the received input page; and 

transmitting the information page to the requesting supplier or RSC over the network. 

10, (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

generating a pre-shipment alert message to the RSC upon receiving the update to the 
database of the commitment quantity from the supplier. 

1 1 , (Original) The method of cl aim 1 , wherein the acquiring entity comprises a 
manufacturer and the products comprises parts that the manufacturer uses in the manufacture of a 
product. 

12, (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

generating an invoice once the ordered products are delivered to die acquiring entity and 
confirmed by the supplier. 
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13. (Currently Amended) A method for ordering products, wherein the products are 
supplied by a supplier to a replenishment service center (RSC), wherein an acquiring entity 
obtains products from the RSC, comprising the supplier performing a sequence of computer 
related operations comprising : 

£11 performing computer related operations to access information in computerized 
inventory database including product records, wherein each product record indicates a specified 
product and a requested quantity the acquiring entity wants to receive, wherein the inventory data 
base is capable of being updated from: (i) information received from the acquiring entity to add a 
product record including a requested quantity that the acquiring entity wants to receive and (ii) 
information received from the RSC indicating products shipped from the supplier for one 
specified product record; 

(ii) performing computer related operations to determine determining from the accessed 
information the requested quantity for one product record; and 

(Hi) performing computer related operations to update one product record in the inventory 
database indicating a commitment quantity of a number of the products the supplier intends to 
ship to the RSC to meet the requested quantity after the supplier determines the accessed 
information, wherein the supplier uses the accessed information to determine the commitment 
quantity to indicate. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 13, further comprising: 

receiving an order for an additional quantity of the products for one product record from 
the acquiring entity if a acquiring entity determines that number of days of supply for the product 
is less than a minimum threshold. 

1 5. (Original) The method of claim J A, wherein the order is received from a acquiring 

entity. 

16. (Previously Amended) The method of claim 13, wherein the supplier further 
performs: 
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performing computer related operations to update one product record in the inventory 
database indicating shipment status of products the supplier is shipping to the RSC to satisfy the 
commitment quantity for the product record being updated. 

1 7. (Original) The method of claim 1 3, further comprising: 

receiving a message from the acquiring entity if the commitment quantity is less than the 
requested quantity for the product record. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A method for ordering products, wherein the products are 
supplied by a supplier to a replenishment service center (RSC), wherein an acquiring entity 
obtains products from the RSC, comprising the RSC performing t he steps of a sequence of 
computer related operations comprising : 

£i) performing computer related operations to access information in computerized 
inventory database including product records, wherein each product record indicates a specified 
product and a requested quantity that the acquiring entity wants to receive; 

(ii> perforating computer related operation to receive a pull order from the acquiring 
entity for products provided by the supplier; 

(ni) performing computer related operations to update one product record in the inventory 
database with: (i) information indicating products shipped to the acquiring entity in response to 
one pull order and (ii) information indicating products received from the supplier to satisfy a 
commitment quantity of a number of the products the supplier is shipping to the RSC to meet the 
requested quantity, 

19. (Original) The method of claim 18, wherein the RSC performs: 

receiving an order from the acquiring entity computer for products for one product record 
to ship to the acquiring enti ty; and 

updating the product record in the inventory database indicating products shipped from 
the RSC to the acquiring entity. 
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20, (Currently Amended) A system for ordering products wherein the products are 
supplied by a supplier to a replenishment service center (RSC), wherein an acquiring entity 
obtains products from the RSC, comprising: 

a processor: and 

a resource planning progra m executed by the processor to perform a sequence of 
operations comprising: 

HI mea n s f or generating a request for a quantity of products; 

(ill mean s f o r updating an inventory database with a product record including a 
requested quantity that the acquiring entity wants to receive of the product based on the 
generated order; 

£Hil m e an r fer receiving a request from the supplier for information on the 
requested quantity from the product record in the inventory database and transmitting the 
requested information to the supplier in response to the request; 

{iv) means - fo r receiving information from the supplier indicating a commitment 
quantity of a number of the products the supplier intends to ship to the RSC to meet the 
requested quantity afte r t he supplier reques t s info r ma t i o n on the r eques t ed quantity , 
wherein the supplier uses the requested information to determine the commitment 
quantity to indicate; 

£v} means for updating the inventory database with the information received from 
the supplier to indicate the commitment quantity; 

£vi) means for updating the inventory database from information received ftxjm 
the RSC indicating products shipped from the supplier for one specified product record tg 
satisfy the commitment quantity : and 

£ldil means for transmitting a pull order to die RSC to ship products to the 
acquiring entity that the supplier shipped to the RSC to satisfy the commitment quantity. 

2 1 , (Currently Amended) The system of claim 20, wherein the operations further 
comprise fuitlmr c,mnj ji isin ^: 

means for providing product record information in the database to the acquiring entity, 
supplier, and RSC 
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22. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 20, wherein the operations further 
comprise farther com p rising : 

mean* for determining a number of days of supply of products at the RSC for a product 
represented by the product record; and 

means for ordering an additional quantity of the products to the supplier if the determin ed 
number of days of supply for the product is less than a minimum threshold. 

23 . (Currently Am ended) The system of claim 20, wherein the operations furt her 
comprise fii rt h e pc o mprifimg : 

means Put updating the inventory database with information received from the acquiring 
entity for one product record indicating an order of products from the RSC to deliver to the 
acquiring entity to fulfill the order. 

24. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 20, wherein the operations further 
comprise farther comprising : 

means-for determining a number of days of supply of products at the RSC for a product 
from information maintained in the product record as a function of the quantity of the products 
indicated in the product record as available at the RSC and an average acquiring entity order rate 
of the product from the RSC; and 

means fbi: transmitting an order for an additi onal quantity of the products to the supplier if 
the determined number of days of supply for the product is less than a minimum threshold. 

25. (Original) The system of claim 24, wherein the average acquiring entity order rate 
is determined from the product record inform ation indicating a forecasted number of components 
to be ordered as indicated in the requested quantity infonnation for the product record. 

26. (Original) The system of claim 24, wherein the average acquiring entity order rate 
is determined from the product record information indicating a number of the products the 
acquiring entity ordered from the RSC and a forecasted number of components to be ordered as ' 
indicated in the requested quantity information for the product record. 
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27. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 20, wherein the acquiring entity, 
database, supplier, and RSC are capable of communicating over a network, wherein the 
operations further comprise farther fctampi i s ii r g : 

means for transmitting over the network an input page in which the supplier and RSC 
enter data to update die inventory database. 

28. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 20, wherein the acquiring entity, 
database, supplier, and RSC are capable of communicating over a network, wherein the 
operationg_fatther comprise fa r ther c o mprising : 

means for transmitting over the network an input page in which the supplier and RSC 
enter information to request product record information from the database; 

means for receiving the input page transmitted by the supplier or RSC including a request 
for product record information; 

means for generating an information page including product record information for the 
product record specified in the received input page; and 

means-far transmitting the information page to the requesting supplier or RSC over the 
network. 

29. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 20 } wherein the operations further 
comprise fa rt he r c o mprising : 

means for generating a pre-shipment alert message to the RSC upon receiving the update 
to the database of the commitment quantity from the supplier. 

30. (Original) The system of claim 20, wherein the acquiring entity comprises a 
manufacturer and the products comprises parts that the manufacturer uses in the manufacture of a 
product. 

3 1 . (Original) The system of claim 20, further comprising: 

generating an invoice once the ordered products are delivered to the acquiring entity and 
confirmed by the supplier. 
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32. (Currently Amended) A system for ordering products, wherein the products are 
supplied by a supplier to a replenishment service center (RSC), wherein an acquiring entity 
obtains products from the RSC, a supplier machine computer comprising: 

means for accessing information in an inventory database including product records, 
wherein each product record indicates a specified product and a requested quantity the acquiring 
entity wants to receive, wherein the inventory data base is capable of being updated from: (i) 
information received from the acquiring entity to add a product record including a requested 
quantity that the acquiring entity wants to receive and (ii) information received from the RSC 
indicating products shipped from the supplier for one specified product record; 

means for determining from the accessed information the requested quantity for one 
product record; and 

means for updating one product record in the inventory database indicating a commitment 
quantity of a number of the products the supplier intends to ship to the RSC to m eet the requested 
quantity after the supplier determines the accessed information, wherein the supplier uses the 
accessed information to determine the commitment quantity to indicate, 

33. (Original) The system of claim 32, further comprising: 

means for receiving an order for an additional quantity of the products for one product 
record from the acquiring entity if a acquiring entity determines that number of days of supply for 
the product is less than a minimum threshold. 

34. (Original) The system of claim 33, wherein the order is received from a acquiring 

entity. 

35. (Original) The system of claim 32, wherein the supplier machine further 
comprises: 

means for updating one product record in tine inventory database indicating shipment 
status of products the supplier is shipping to the RSC to satisfy the commi tment quantity for the 
product record being updated. 
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36. (Original) The system of claim 32, further comprising: 

means for receiving a message from the acquiring entity if the commitment quantity is 
less than the requested quantity for the product record, 

37. (Currently Amended) A system for ordering products, wherein the products are 
supplied by a supplier to a replenishment service center (RSC), wherein an acquiring entity 
obtains products from the RSC, a RSC machine computer comprising: 

means for accessing information in an inventory database including product records, 
wherein each product record indicates a specified product and a requested quantity that the 
acquiring entity wants to receive; 

means for receiving a pull order from the acquiring entity for products provided by the 
supplier; 

updating one product record in the inventory database with: (i) infonnation indicating 
products shipped to the acquiring entity in response to one pull order and (ii) information 
indicating products received from the supplier to satisfy a commitment quantity of a number of 
the products the supplier is shipping to the RSC to meet the requested quantity. 

38. (Original) The system of claim 37, wherein the RSC machine further comprises: 
means for receiving an order from the acquiring entity computer for products for one 

product record to ship to the acquiring entity; and 

means for updating the product record in the inventory database indicating products 
shipped from the RSC to the acquiring entity. 

39. (Currently Amended) A program, for ordering products wherein the products are 
supplied by a supplier to a replenishment service center (RSC), wherein an acquiring entity 
obtains products from the RSC, comprising a computer usable media including at least one 
computer program embedded therein that is capable or causing at least one computer to perform 
a sequence of operations comprising : 

generating a request for a quantity of products; 
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updating an inventory database with a product record including a requested quantity that 
the acquiring entity wants to receive of the product based on the generated order; 

receiving a request from the supplier for information on the requested quantity from the 
product record in the inventory database and transmitting the requested information to the 
supplier in response to the request; 

receiving information from the suppli er indicating a commitm ent quantity of a number of 
the products the supplier intends to ship to the RSC to meet the requested quantity after the 
supplier requests information on the requested quantity, wherein the supplier uses the requested 
information to determine the commitment quantity to indicate; 

updating the inventory database with the information received from the supplier to 
indicate the commitment quantity; 

updating the inventory database from information received from the RSC indicating 
products shipped from the supplier for one specified product record to satisfy the commitment 
quantity ; and 

transmitting a pull order to the RSC to ship products to the acquiring entity that the 
supplier shipped to die RSC to satisfy the commitment quantity. 

40. (Original) The program of claim 39, further performing: 

providing product record information in the database to the acquiring entity, supplier, and 

RSC 

41. (Original) The program of claim 39, further performing: 

determining a number of days of supply of products at the RSC for a product represented 
by the product record; and 

ordering an additional quantity of the products to the supplier if the determined number of 
days of supply for the product is less than a minimum threshold. 
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42, (Original) The program of claim 39, further per forming: 

updating the inventory database with information received from the acquiring entity for 

one product record indicating an order of products from the RSC to deliver to the acquiring entity 

to fulfill the order 



43. (Original) The program of claim 42, further performing: 

determining a number of days of supply of products at the RSC for a product from 
information maintained in the product record as a function of the quantity of the products 
indicated in the product record as available at the RSC and an average acquiring entity order rate 
of the product from the RSC; and 

transmitting an order for an additional quantity of the products to the supplier if the 
determined number of days of supply for the product is less than a minimum threshold, 

44. (Original) The program of claim 43 , wherein the average acquiring entity order 
rate is determined from the product record information indicating a forecasted number of 
components to be ordered as indicated in the requested quantity information for the product 
record. 

45. (Original) The program of claim 43, wherein the average acquiring entity order 
rate is determined from the product record information indicating a number of the products the 
acquiring entity ordered from the RSC and a forecasted number of components to be ordered as 
indicated in the requested quantity information for the product record. 

46. (Original) The program of claim 39, wherein the acquiring entity, database, 
supplier, and RSC are capable of communicating over a network, further performing: 

transmitting over the network an input page in which the supplier and RSC enter data to 
update the inventory database. 
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47. (Original) The program of claim 39, wherein the acquiring entity, database, 
supplier, and RSC are capable of communicating over a network, further performing: 

transmitting over the network an input page in which the supplier and RSC enter 
information to request product record information from the database; 

receiving the input page transmitted by the supplier or RSC including a request for 
product record information; 

generating an information page including product record information for the product 
record specified in the received input page; and 

transmitting the information page to the requesting supplier or RSC over the network. 

48. (Original) The program of claim 39, further performing: 

generating a pre-sbipment alert message to the RSC upon receiving the update to the 
database of the commitment quantity from the supplier. 

49. (Original) The program of claim 39, wherein the acquiring entity comprises a 
manufacturer and the products comprises parts that the manufacturer uses in the manufacture of a 
product. 

50. (Original) The program of claim 39, farther performing: 

generating an invoice once the ordered products are delivered to the acquiring entity and 
confirmed by the supplier. 

5 1 . (Previously Presented) A program for ordering products, wherein the products are 
supplied by a supplier to a replenishment service center (RSC), wherein an acquiring entity 
obtains products from the RSC, comprising a computer usable media including at least one 
computer program embedded therein that is capable or causing at least one computer to perform: 

accessing information in an inventory database including product records, wherein each 
product record indicates a specified product and a requested quantity the acquiring entity want$ 
to receive, wherein the inventory database is capable of being updated from: (i) information 
received from the acquiring entity to add a product record including a requested quantity that the 
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acquiring entity wants to receive and (ii) information received from the RSC indicating products 
shipped from the supplier for one specified product record; 

determining from the accessed information the requested quantity for one product record; 

and 

updating one product record in the inventory database indicating a commitment quantity 
of a number of the products the supplier in tends to ship to the RSC to meet the requested quantity 
after the supplier determines the accessed in formation, wherein the supplier uses the accessed 
information to determine the commitment quantity to indicate. 

52, (Original) The program of claim 5 1 , further performing: 

receiving an order for an additional quantity of the products for one product record from 
the acquiring entity if a acquiring entity determines that number of days of supply for the product 
is less than a minimum threshold. 

53, (Original) The program of claim 52, wherein the order is received from a 
acquiring entity. 

54, (Ori ginal) The program of claim 5 1 , wherein the supplier further performs: 
updating one product record in the inventory database indicating shipment status of 

products the supplier is shipping to the RSC to satisfy the commitment quantity for the product 
record being updated. 

55, (Original) The program of claim 51, further performing: 

receiving a message from the acquiring entity if the commitment quantity is less than the 
requested quantity for the product record, 

56, (Previously Presented) A program for ordering products, wherein the products are 
supplied by a supplier to a replenishment service center (RSC), wherein an acquiring entity 
obtains products from the RSC, comprising a computer usable media including at least one 
computer program embedded therein that is capable or causing at least one computer to perform: 
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accessing information in an inventory database including product records, wherein each 
product record indicates a specified product and a requested quantity that the acquiring entity 
wants to receive; 

receiving a pull order from the acquiring entity for products provided by the supplier; 

updating one product record the inventory data base with : (i) information indicating 
products shipped to the acquiring entity in response to one pull order and (it) information 
indicating products received from the supplier to satisfy a commitment quantity of a number of 
the products the supplier is shipping to the RSC to meet the requested quantity. 

57. (Original) The program of claim 56, wherein the RSC performs: 

receiving an order from the acquiring entity computer for products for one product record 
to ship to the acquiring entity; and 

updating the product record in the inventory database indicating products shipped from 
the RSC to the acquiring entity. 

58. (Currently Amended) A method for purchasing products wherein the products are 
supplied by a supplier to a replenishment service center (RSC), wherein an acquiring entity 
obtains products from the RSCffrft bv performing a sequence of operations comprising: 

£il generating, by the acquiring entity, an order to acquire a requested quantity of 
products; 

£ii) performing computer related operations to update computerized inventory database 
with a product record including a requested quantity that the acquiring entity wants to receive of 
the product based on the generated order; 

(in) performing com p uter related operations r ec e iv i ng , by the acquiring entity, ttvprocess 
a request from the supplier for information on the requested quantity from the product record in 
the inventory database and transmitting the requested information to the supplier in response to 
the request; 

Civ) performing com puter related operations to process re c e ivi ng information from the 
supplier indicating a commitment quantity of a number of the products the supplier intends to 
ship to the RSC to meet the requested quantity a ft er the supplier r e ques t s info r mation uu - di c 
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requested quantity, wherein the supplier uses the requested information to determine the 
commitment quantity to indicate; 

£v) performing computer related operations to update the inventory database with the 
information received from the supplier to indicate the commitment quantity; 

£vi) performing computer related operations to update the inventory database from 
information received from the RSC indicating products shipped from the supplier for one 
specified product record to satisfy a commitment quantity : 

fvii) performing computer related operations to update the inventory database with 
information received from the acquiring entity for one product record indicating an order of 
products from the RSC to deliver to the acquiring entity to fulfill the order; 

(viiO transmitting, by the acquiring entity, a pull order to the RSC to ship products to the 
acquiring entity that the supplier shipped to the RSC to satisfy the commitment quantity; 

£ix) generating an invoice once the ordered products are delivered to the acquiring entity 
and confirmed by the supplier. 

59. (Original) The method of claim 58, further comprising: 

determining a number of days of supply of products at the RSC for a product represented 
by the product record; and 

ordering an additional quantity of the products to the supplier if the determined number of 
days of supply for the product is less than a mini mum threshold. 

60. (Original) The method of claim 58, further comprising: 

determining a number of days of supply of products at the RSC for a product from 
information maintained in the product record as a function of the quantity of the products 
indicated in the product record as available at the RSC and an average acquiring entity order rate 
of the product from the RSC; and 

transmitting an order for an additional quantity of the products to the supplier if the 
determined number of days of supply for the product is less than a minimum threshold. 
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61 . (Original) The method of claim 60, wherein the average acquiring entity order rate 
is determined from the product record information indicating a forecasted number of components 
to be ordered as indicated in the requested quantity information for the product record. 

62. (Original) The method of claim 60, wherein the average acquiring entity order rate 
is determined from the product record information indicating a number of the products the 
acquiring entity ordered from the RSC and a forecasted number of components to be ordered as 
indicated in the requested quantity information for the product record. 

63 . (Original) The method of claim 58, wherein the acquiring entity, database, 
supplier, and RSC are capable of communicating over a network, further comprising: 

transmitting over the network an input page in which the supplier and RSC enter data to 
update the inventory database. 

64. (Original) The method of claim 58, wherein the acquiring entity, database, 
supplier, and RSC are capable of communicating over a network, further comprising: 

transmitting over the network an input page in which the supplier and RSC enter 
information to request product record information from the database; 

receiving the input page transmitted by the supplier or RSC including a request for 
product record information; 

generating an information page including product record information for the product 
record specified in the received input page; and 

transmitting the information page to the requesting supplier or RSC over the network- 

65. (Original) The method of claim 58., wherein the acquiring entity comprises a 
manufacturer and the products comprises parts that the m anufacturer u ses in the manufacture of a 
product. 



PAGE 23/32 * RCVD AT 1/29/2004 7:18:55 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:3105567984 * DURATION (mm-ss):08-56 





01/29/2004 16:19 



3105567984 



KONRAD RAYNES VICTOR 



PAGE 24/32 



-19- 



Serial No. 09/712,584 
Docket No. SJO919990173 
Firm No. 0037.0009 



66. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the commitment quantity 
is capable of being less than the requested quantity the acquiring entity indicated in the product 



67. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 20 ? wherein the commitment quantity 
is capable of being less than the requested quantity the acquiri ng entity indi cated in the product 
record. 

68. (Previously Presented) The program of claim 39, wherein the commitment 
quantity is capable of being less than the requested quantity the acquiring entity indicated in the 
product record. 

69. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58, wherein the commitment 
quantity is capable of being less than the requested quanti ty the acquiring entity indicated in the 
product record. 



record. 
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